
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

MEMO BY GHANAIAN STUDENTS IN CUBA 

AUGUST 2017 

 

Jose Marti said ‘Ser culto es ls único manera de ser libre’ meaning education is the 

key to freedom. Ghana over the years has sent students to other countries to 

acquire knowledge and learn the ways of others as a pillar for an integrated national 

development. Even though men and women are sent overseas a yearly basis to 

acquire special skills, with the aim that they will return after their training and put 

their hands to the wheel for national development, ridiculously very little is done 

for their sustenance. To put it bluntly, these students are abandoned and forgotten. 

These are thoughts of students in the various countries Ghana sends students to, 

of which Cuba is no exception. 

The bilateral relationship between Ghana and Cuba has led Ghana to send its 

students to the island to study in various courses especially medicine. Ghanaian 

students have hoisted high the flag of Ghana in all of their endeavors on the island. 

Nonetheless, despite these lofty achievements we see diverse factors which 

threaten to become impediments towards our attainment of the loftier goals set 

for us and by us, as future professional for our dear country, Ghana.  
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Accommodation 

The accommodation facility is nothing to write home about. We have constantly 

moved from one student residence to another for the perpetuating problems which 

we faced living in these residences. Currently the majority of us are living in a 

residence where a little room is habited by 12 and 8 people, where 40 students 

have to compulsorily share a common washroom of 5 bathrooms and toilet of 

which 50% are out of use, either by leakages or non-drainage of the sewage. Such 

conditions have not been favorable to students in their study lives and general 

wellbeing  

Feeding  

Regardless of the fact that we might not get to eat the good food as we did in 

Ghana, feeding should be a priority irrespective of what we eat. This is different in 

the part of the world we find ourselves. Let us present to you a typical food menu 

for a day to which we have evidence proving our argument.  

 A breakfast of one little bread and a cup of an extremely diluted milk or juice.  

 A lunch of 200 grams of rice, shredded chicken and porridge  

 A supper of 200 grams of rice, sausage, porridge  

Our government pays hugely towards the feeding of its students. We cannot negate 

the fact that our host nation is in economic crisis and has thriven on the solidarity 

and commitment of its citizens towards a common goal, but we deserve better 

treatment as a people. So the question then is does our government require value  



 

 
 

 

 

for its Money? Looking at the alimentation and other unfit situations given to 

students in their residences, the Ghana government is paying lots of money that is 

nothing compared to the services delivered to us. As students complain daily of bad 

treatments and very appalling situations at residence. 

Transport 

We are located at residences that are very far from our faculties of study, the 

residence where most of the Ghanaian students are has a current population of 

approximately 5000 students. Just imagine how 5000 people at a single bus stop 

would try to catch these few buses and arrive at their various hospitals  to study, 

getting a taxi is stressful with money how much more when we don’t have. To make 

matters worse, students who, after all this stress, get to school minutes after 

lectures begin are denied participation in the class, something that could go a long 

way to depriving them of examination rights. 

 

Health care  

The agreement reached with the Cuban government in our contract dictates a 

premium for a health insurance policy. Students are given a health insurance card 

annually for which they can receive medical attention in a particular health center 

for the foreigners. Anytime a student goes for a medical assistance, an email is sent 

to the insurance provider to request permission to render such services to the  

 



 

 
 

 

 

patient, where these transactions could take weeks or months putting at risk the 

lives of students. Sometimes the insurance policy does not cover some illness 

compelling the student to pay huge sums of money and in some extreme case, the 

embassy steps in to take care of the charges before the sick student can get the 

health care. 

 

Finance 

Students are under no circumstance allowed to engage in any form business, any 

student found doing otherwise is likely to face repatriation. Our main source of 

finance is the monthly maintenance allowance of USD250.00 and the annual book 

allowance of USD360.00 paid through the embassy of Ghana to students. The 

constant delay of the allowances has resulted in demotivating and stressing out the 

students to the extent that the academic performances of some students has 

declined, others are emotionally and psychologically broken, some have even 

resorted to involvement in illegal businesses to finding ways of surviving these 

perilous periods. All these combined and persistent factors have resulted in some 

students contracting certain chronic diseases like hypertension. On several 

occasions, the monthly maintenance allowance take as long as 8 or 9 months to get 

to these students, with so many stories surrounding these delays. From the 

beginning of the year until august this year, government of Ghana has paid just 2 

months (USD500.00) of the maintenance allowance out of the lot. Students are 

about starting a new academic year and with the economic state of this nation,  



 

 
 

 

 

these monies would exhaust in no time. The simple conclusion students make is, 

Ghana government does not care about what happens to any of us, because for a 

nation to send its people (students) to another country and not care about their 

wellbeing is very heartless on its part. It so much seems like they do not care about 

how we survive, that is why they are okay paying students 2 months out of the 

8 months they have lived in this year. They should at least be curious of how 

students survive, if they care. Education is a right not a privilege, constantly sung 

songs has made students ponder over these questions:  

 Are our priorities right as a nation? 

 Does government really organize and plan before it act? 

 Do we (youth) matter at all to our leaders. 

 What legacies are our leaders leaving behind?  

 Where is Ghana heading with this sense of irresponsiveness, impunity and 

negligence?  

If not for nothing, we ask that they protect their investment as businesspersons do. 

 

Academics  

The academic scheme of Cuba is such that, there are weekly examinations, mid 

semester projects and exams as well as end of semester evaluations, the use of 

laptops and other gadgets are of great significance to our studies. Since 

government made no such provision, students use the same allowances to get 

these gadgets to facilitate their study as well as research. In spite of our continual  



 

 
 

 

 

effort to keep the academic standards, not having money makes this process a real 

stress. Some students cannot afford planning and executing these assignments and 

end up failing. This situation is worse for students in their final years of their studies, 

as financing is so necessary to execute the project works.  

 

Graduations  

Students who graduate from Cuba go through a lot of stress to exit Cuba and be 

absorbed into the Ghanaian system. In the year 2019, over two hundred and thirty 

Ghanaian students studying medicine and other health related courses would be 

graduating gracefully from their various medical faculties here in Cuba.  

 

Conclusion  

The individual psychological and emotional trauma students go through due to 

these persistent and continues factors is prejudicial to the highly motivated 

students who embarked on this humble journey of hope for a better future for 

Ghana. 

We wish to hereby state that enough of the negligence, the disrespect to human 

dignity, the violation of human rights, enough of the shamelessness, enough of the 

cruelty under the guise that “there are no funds”. We are tired of the maltreatment 

from our own country. We ask government officials this simple question; How 

many of them would abandoned their 20 year old daughter and not give her money  

 



 

 
 

 

 

for her upkeep for nine months? We understand that Ghana is not the poorest 

country in Africa, but our situation is so pathetic that other nationalities think 

otherwise of us and our dear nation. Let’s not be blinded by the few negatives that 

surround these students, but look beyond the horizon as these students are a hope 

for a better Ghana and Africa at large. We are not asking for too much but just what 

is needed for us to survive that is if Ghana no longer values the investments she 

has made, because we all know the consequence of this inhumane treatment. 

Recommendations  

We thereby recommend that; 

 An immediate review be done on the Cuban-Ghana scholarship program  

 Priority should and must be given to education, most especially Ghanaian 

students abroad  

 Review of our health insurance policy between Ghana and the Cuban 

government. 

 Payment of allowances should be done through visa cards that will be 

provided by esteemed banks in Ghana whose services are accessible in our 

part of the world. 

 Plans made for the students prior to exiting their current place of study upon 

graduation as well as the preparations you are making for them in Ghana 

with regards to the licensing exams and fees 

We therefore appeal to your esteemed office to look into these issues and address 

the Concerns stated above. 



 

 
 

 

 

We look forward for your cooperation. 

Thank you. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Nyarko Quansah, 

(President of NUGS-Cuba) 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS SECRETARIAT 

P.O.BOX M75 

ACCRA, GHANA. 

 

Cc: Embassy of Ghana, Havana, Cuba 

The Presidency, Flagstar house, Accra 

Ministry of foreign affairs  

Ministry of Finance 

 


